











May 3, 2010

Bishop Clarke of Northern Ireland and our own Bishop Lawrence have asked a team of SC youth leaders to establish a youth partnership with the Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh in Ireland.  Why Ireland?
As you know, St Johns went on a mission trip to the Dominican Republic last summer.  Our brothers and sisters in the DR have great physical needs.  In contrast, the Irish church is undergoing a great spiritual crisis.  The majority of people in Ireland describe themselves as affiliated with a church, yet most do not attend.  The country is quickly becoming, as England and Europe have, a non-Christian society.  Ireland has historically been a great sender of missionaries but now is in great need of Christians from abroad to help re-vitalize its own church.

More than a third of the population is under 25 and the average teen spends very little, if any, time in church or church related activities.  We are excited to build new relationships with peers on the Emerald Island in order to share our faith and encourage Christian youth there.  We ask that you pray for us to be filled with such joy, patience, and love that the students there will see something in us that will make them at least curious if not convinced.  Pray that we will have servant hearts, shining the light of Christ in new ways, new wineskins, for our brothers and sisters there while we work and play with them.  
Bishop Lawrence said, “I find this planned venture of a group of our students forging relationships with students from the Diocese of Kilmore, Elphin and Ardagh in Ireland, an important step not only for [the students of Ireland] but for helping to shape the future leadership of this Diocese in South Carolina.” 
For this two week mission, we really do primarily covet your prayers, for unlike our “brick and mortar” missions to New Orleans and the DR, this mission will be almost entirely a spiritual battle.  So please pray for us as we try to come up with creative and effective tools to share the Good News.   We would love to carry the enclosed card with us to remind us that we are not in this warfare alone so please return that if you will.  

If God is moving your heart to support us financially as well as with prayer, contributions may be made to the Diocese of South Carolina with Ireland trip and our name in the memo line. 
Thank you so much for your love and prayers throughout our lives and now for our efforts on this mission.

