	II Samuel 23:1
These are the last words of David:

“The God of Israel spoke, the Rock of Israel said to me:

 ‘When one rules over men in righteousness, 
when he rules in the fear of God, he is like the light of morning at sunrise on a cloudless morning, like the brightness after rain 
that brings the grass from the earth.’” 
Kings
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	Thursday I

Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother and led them up a high mountain by themselves and He was transfigured before them.

Matthew 17

You, be transfigured by the renewing of your mind

that you may know the perfect will of God.

Romans 12

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,

to the house of the God of Jacob.

He will teach us His ways,

so that we may walk in His paths.”

Isaiah 2
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

But now, all you who light your own fires

and provide yourselves with flaming torches,

go, walk in the light of your fires

and of the torches you have set ablaze.

This is what you shall receive from my hand:

You will lie down in torment.

Isaiah 50

Lean not on your own understanding. 

Proverbs 3 


	We are preparing.

Empty yourself.  

Come clean.

The best way to clean yourself out of yourself is to focus on who God is.  Psalms and the Prayerbook are filled with, “God You are my Rock, my strength, my bread.”
As you walk, list analogies of who God is to you right now.

God you are my tree, providing me with spiritual cover, protection from tumult, provider of food and oxygen. 

... my soil, a place to anchor my roots, nutrients for growth.

…my _____________________________________________.

... my _____________________________________________.

…my _____________________________________________.

... my _____________________________________________.

…my _____________________________________________.

... my _____________________________________________.

…my _____________________________________________.




	Thursday II
Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God of Israel, so that there was none like him among all the kings of Judah after him nor among those who were before him.  For he held fast to the Lord.  He did not depart from following Him, but kept the commandments that the Lord commanded Moses.  

And the Lord was with him.  

II Kings 18

One of the main problems we as men have is that we want, no, 
we need to rule but we suppose that means rule according to our agenda.  We are kings, but established by God to rule in His stead, to rule His kingdom, His way. 
This is not our story but His story.

Open your Bible to I Kings 14.  Circle each king that served God.
Jeroboam

Rehoboam

Abijam

Asa


Nadab


Baasha

Elah


Zimri


Omri

Ahab


Jehoshaphat

Ahaziah

Jehoram

Jehu


Jehoash/Joash

Jehoahaz

Jehoash, Jr

Amaziah

Jeroboam, Jr

Azariah

Zechariah

Shallum

Menahem

Pekahiah

Pekah


Jotham


Ahaz

Hoshea

Hezekiah

Manasseh

Amon


Josiah


Jehoahaz

Jehoiakim

Jehoiachin

Zedekiah

Kingship is hard. Give four reasons for their kingship failure. _________________________________________________________




	Each of your realms is a work of God that you are supposed to operate/manage according to God’s will for His fruit.

   Your marriage is not yours but a marriage model that you are in charge of – are you making it glorify God?

   Your children are not yours but rather disciples that you are in charge of – are you training them so they glorify God?

   Your job is not your job but a job you do for His glory – does your job glorify God, His kingdom come?

Choose four realms to work on.  Repent of history and move on.  You know the drill: strengths, weaknesses, make a plan. 

Be the King.

REALM: ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REALM: ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REALM: ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REALM: ___________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	Friday I

When the LORD your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, then you must destroy them totally. Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy.  Do not intermarry with them.  Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters for your sons, for they will turn your sons away from following ME to serve other gods, and the LORD's anger will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. This is what you are to do to them: Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire. For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be HIS people, HIS treasured possession.
Deuteronomy 7

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 

As Solomon grew old, 

his wives turned his heart after other gods, and 

his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God.

I Kings 11



	Looking at Solomon’s tragedy, what wives are you in bed with that compromise you, accommodating other gods?

          Sports                      Significance                  Movies      .             
 ________________   ________________   ________________

 ________________   ________________   ________________

The people of Ezra’s time followed Solomon’s example. Then, confronted by Ezra, they “put away” their foreign wives and their children.  What a dreadful thing to do. 

How are you going to “put away” your foreign “wives” that you love?  It will not be easy.  Heart wrenching, in fact.

Who is it going to be hard on besides you? Can they handle it?  How can you make it work for them?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

What is one step, a first step, that can help you get started?

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Read Ezra 10:1-12

Who can be your Ezra to help you do this? _____________




	Friday II

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah

and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying,

“Thus far has the LORD helped us.”

I Samuel  7

Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey…, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God's house...”  

Genesis 28

And God said to him, “I am God Almighty, be fruitful and increase in number. ….kings will come from your body…. Jacob set up a stone pillar at the place where God had talked with him,…And he called the place where God had talked with him Bethel.  

Genesis 35

Keep all these commands that I give you today.  When you have crossed the Jordan into the land the LORD your God is giving you, set up some large stones and coat them with plaster.  Write on them all the words of this law when you have crossed over to enter the land the LORD your God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you...Build the altar of the LORD your God with fieldstones and offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your God. 

Deuteronomy 27



	Ebenezer means “stone of help”. 

From two Hebrew words pronounced together: 
Even Haazer, 
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On your hike today, collect a few stones and build yourself an Ebenezer to say to the world, to God, to yourself that you are here, this far, by God’s grace, God has helped.  

Like Joshua, you are starting a new journey,

into the Promised Land….

today.

Prostrate yourself in front of your altar.

Be still and listen.

Make this place “Bethel”, 

the place where God talked with you.

Listening to God is hard for us because we often don’t hear anything.  God is silent.  Or, rather, we are deaf.  It takes time to clear the wound, the scars, the years of muck in our ears.  Parent tapes running in our heads.  Past sins haunting, taunting us.  Be patient.  When a concern gets your attention, don’t think about it.  Say, “God take this and deal with it.”  Let it go and listen.  Tell yourself, “I am chosen by God, a people treasured by God. A holy nation. God, Speak to me.”

You may want to skim back over chapters 5-9 in Wild at Heart tonight to prepare for tomorrow’s hikes.



	Saturday I
No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations,… and kings will come from you.

Genesis 17
God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.,…

 kings of peoples will come from her.” 

Genesis 17

Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome.”

Genesis 32

James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them Jesus gave the name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder.)

Mark 3
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, Rock.

Matthew 16

To him who overcomes, …. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it,  known only to him who receives it.

Revelation 2




	We walk today toward Shining Rock which is an outcropping of white quartz boulders.  Only God knows your true name but it is a name with a destiny.  Don’t settle. You have been a warrior or should have been.  If not, you have two roles to learn because you are called to be a Warrior King.

We have spent two days digging into our kingship.  

This afternoon, create in your mind how you as a king look.  

Name yourself a KING.  

Walk as a king.  Takes practice.
(If you don‘t believe it yet, then act “as if” to get started.)

Hike as a king.

You have seen kings.  

They stand erect, with their heads slightly back. 

They walk slowly, deliberately.  

They choose their words carefully.

They are never ruffled by attacks.

They do not re-act – they pause, consider, and act.

Their passion has direction, intention.
They consider what people are saying …

despite how they say it.

They rise above.

They hold true.

Grab a white rock, not a pebble. 

Get a substantial rock to take home.

Write your name on it with the title 

KING. 

As you hike today, figure out what you will do back in the valley as the king you are called by God to be.


	Saturday II

…in Christ, you are a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled you to himself and gave you the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to you the message of reconciliation. Therefore,

you are an ambassador for Christ, 
God making his appeal through you. 
II Corinthians 5
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
'Out of his [YOUR] heart will flow rivers of living water.'  
John 7

…in the midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world.

Philippians 2
YOU are now the source of living water.
YOU are the present day incarnation of Christ.

God’s plan for your kingdom, His kingdom is
YOU.




	 We are posers in many roles.  

We play act as the good guy, the tough guy, the got it together guy, or worse - the victim, the powerless one, 
one cog in a big gear, 

the barely-important one.

This weekend you have been reminded that you are, have been, already were, knighted as a child of the King.

Bask in that heir-ness on this last hike.

Look around you at the magnificence of the world- 
created for you as the King’s child.

You, created as His ambassador in His garden.
As we sit around the fire tonight, 
bring what has happened to you this weekend.  

Who are you meant to be?

How did you get lost? What derailed you?
How can you as king be recovered?

What help do you need?

What battles lie ahead for you, for your family?

What swords do you need?
What armor?

Who can you call as an armor bearer?
You, as a King, are of immense value to God and His work.

On the next page write your kingdom a letter.
Confess, resolve to change, plan one step.




The return of the King
I repent from being absent as King of my realm. I have not __________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________I resolve to _______________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To start with I will ________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



1
Come Thou font of every blessing, 

tune my heart to sing Thy grace

Streams of mercy never ceasing call for songs of loudest praise

Teach me some melodious sonnet, 
sung by flaming tongues above.

I praise Your name, I’m fixed upon it, 

name of God’s redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer, 

Hither by Thy help I’m come.
And I hope by Thy good pleasure 
safely to arrive at home.
Oh You sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God

You have rescued me from danger, 

bought me with Your precious blood.

Oh to grace how great a debtor 
daily I’m constrained to be

Let Thy goodness like a fetter 
bind my wandering heart to Thee

Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
prone to leave the God I love

Here’s my heart, oh, take a seal it, 
seal it for Thy courts above.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



2
We fall down, we lay our crowns 
at Your feet Lord Jesus.

The greatness of Your mercy and love, 
at Your feet Lord Jesus.
And we cry Holy, Holy, Holy.

We cry Holy, Holy, Holy.

We cry Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lamb.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



3
Amazing Grace how sweet the sound, 

that saved a wretch like me.

I once was lost but now I’m found,

Was blind but now I see.

Your grace has taught my heart to fear

Your grace my fears relieved.

How precious did Your grace appear,

The hour I first believed.

Oh Lord, You promised good to me.

Your word my hope secures.

You will my shield and portion be,

As long as life endures.

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow.

The sun forebear to shine.

But You have called me here below,

To be forever Thine. To be forever Thine.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



4
You are the air I breath

You are the air I breath

Your holy presence, living in me.

You are my daily bread.

You are my daily bread.

Your holy Word, spoken to me.

And I…I’m desperate for You.

And I…I’m lost without You.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



5

How deep the Father’s love for us.

How vast beyond all measure

That You should give Your only Son

To make this wretch a treasure.

How great the pain of searing loss,

The Father turned Your face away.

As wounds which mar the Chosen One

Bring me Your son to glory.

Behold the Man upon the cross,

My sin upon Your shoulders.

Ashamed I hear my mocking voice,

Call out among the scoffers.

It was my sin that held You there,

Until it was accomplished.

Your dying breath has brought me life.

I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything,

No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom.

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 

Your death and resurrection.

Why should I gain from Your reward?

I cannot give an answer.

But this I know with all my heart,

Your wounds have paid my ransom.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


6

I love you, Lord. And I lift my voice.  

To worship You, oh my soul rejoice.

Take joy my King, in what you hear.

May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



7

Light of the world you stepped down into darkness

Opened my eyes let me see.

Beauty that made this heart adore You.

Hope of a life spent with You.

So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that “You’re my God.”

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,

Altogether wonderful to me.

King of all days, oh, So Highly Exalted.

Glorious in heaven above.

Humbly You came to the earth you created,

All for love’s sake became poor.
So here I am to worship, here I am to bow down

Here I am to say that “You’re my God.”

You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,

Altogether wonderful to me.

I’ll never know how much it cost

To see my sin upon that cross….

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



8

I will change your name.  You shall no longer be called,

Wounded, Outcast, Lonely or Afraid.

I will change your name.  Your new name shall be,

Confidence, Joyfulness, Overcoming One,

Faithfulness, Friend of God, One who seeks My face.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



9

The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty
Let all the earth rejoice, let all the earth rejoice.

You wrap Yourself in light, darkness tries to hide,

It trembles at Your voice, it trembles at Your voice.

How great are You, God.  How great are you, God.

All will see how great, how great are You, God.

Age to age You stand.  Time is in Your hand.

Beginning and the end, beginning and the end.

The Godhead three in one.  Father, Spirit, Son.

The Lion and the Lamb, the Lion and the Lamb.

How great are You, God.  How great are you, God.

All will see how great, how great are You, God.

Name above all names.  Worthy of all praise.
My heart will sing, how great are You, God.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


10

	Amen




